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Ottomeyer Cave

2/5/72
Chris layton

¥e left Chami-

nade at about 9:30
Saturday moxning.
It was a ama2ll
groups Bro,
Herman, Rick
Yelton, and myself,
When we got to the
cave we found out
that someone had
forgotten the
string-line and
eince mapping with-
out a string-iine
is not the easiest
thing in the world,
we made & quick
trip up to a loeal
hardware store and
bought 100' of
¢lothesline, We
went to the storxre
after we remriized
that string-line
had to be made out
of a stronger
substance than
string, Fortunately
this was before 1
dismantled all my
clothes, When we
got back to the
cave we talked to
Mr, Ottomever. He
told us many
interesting ihings,
He told us the cave
stream used Lo move
a good deal more
vater than it does
now, (He claims a
sonic boom caused
the decrease.) He
also stated that
from his bedxoom
he ean hear the
rallroada of Valley
Park, indicating
either a portion of
live rock or a

CUoonxod Cave
2/12/72
Joe Lambright

As fate would
have it we left
for Coonrod (Spider)
Cave on & drizzling
dey in a small car,
It stayed the same
way almost the whole
day. (Normmally it
would be used to
transport around 4
peorle but we
jammed in 7 in
soms way ox another,)
The seven were:
Harry Yelton, Hike
0’Connell, Steve
0'Connell, Kike
Karvowitz, Bro.
Drees, a guest of
mine Tom Pollart,
and myselif,

Coonrod Cave
is located on a
farm on which the
gWner has a vexy
rood lay out
coneidering the
gink holes
everywhere. We
reached the cave
after a brief
meeting with the
owner. We changed
into our overalls
or whatever and
walked to the cave
ent.rance. The cave
geenad to be jJust
& smell pit when
looking down from
the iip bul ounce
in, it opens into a
small timnel vhere
you have tec bend
over 1o wallk,
Hfike Karpowitsz took
the lead at Bro.
Herman®s comwand
and led the way
into the deev

Cox Cave
Fabulous First
2/19/72

Bro, Daeea

¥hat a way %o
tegin our sixth yeaw
of Grotto activities!
Saturday, Feb, 19,

headed foxr a new cave,
new for us, %e had
plotted it on the map,
we had talked to
cavers who had been
there, and we had
read the reporis on
it in the Cave Files
but none of oux

party had ever been
1o Cox Cave hefore,
(It has been mapped
but the map has not
been finighed and
tuxned imto the Cave
Files,)

“The Grotto"
included six cavexs
from Chaminade, two
from the Normandy
Arachnids, and three
from Exploxer Post
252, We found that
even & blind man
would know Trower
Hollow when he got
there (and had sone-
one check the
topographic map fox
hin). So at the

to the elbow in the
roaed and 2 goeod
mrking spot. Ve
donned ovr caving
clothes and gyabbed
a srack pince it vas
already 11:30,
Crossing the fleld,
we went directly to
the cave entrance
Just as i7 we had
been there many
|times bafcre,

1092 found “the Grotto”

TEDET,

I. Groite
Lettexrs

Bxo, Drees and
nyself met with the
faculty couneil in

bridge wa btack.-iracked

Bditoxanl
Rick Yeltcon

We will print
any response which
is written in a well
phraeed mannexr and
ve petain the right
to change spelling
or thrasing in
order to retain the
quality of the

our quest for
varslly letters.

Quy polal system was
accepted in ite
present fomm,

Byt the real
hagsel came ou the
tyre of letter we
were to use, Ye
wers told that we
would not be
permitied to use
varsity letiers as
anch, but we must
design ocur own
letter. Any
suggestion would be
well received,

I, Cave Radio

At the present
mement the cave radio
is sitting on ny desik.
Ve are wailing for
the buildexr of our
instzument to hend
over his list on the
tattexies needed,

As soon as these are
acquired, we can

put it into
operation,

For those who

(Cont, Pg. 5)
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April Calendar of the Chaminade Student Grotte, Any quesiions
either attend one of the meetings ox call Bxo, Drees at §93-4400,

MINUTES OF THE CHAMINADE STUDEHT GROTTO

THIRTEENTH GENERAL MEETING, MARCH 1, 1972

Call to order - at 3:05,
Einntes of last meeting read by Tom Conran,

1ve01d Businass...

Ropes End: The March issue wazs one of the bost we had ever put out, Thanls
are due to the many pscplc who wrobe articles for it,

Grotto Lettems: Coming up to the faculiy council meeting on Haxen 6, 1972.
" Trip Reports: Lone Hill Onyx Cave Feb, 26, 1972 by Rick Drocks.

‘e .Ha‘ﬁ Buginess, v,

Lone Hill Onyx tzipt We plan no ¢»ip leaders as such, and a mix of schcols
in each group.

{CQNT.PhJ}




MINUTES, from Pg. 3 P34

e ot} e T =

Training Map: Ve set up mapping training for a Marxch 18 field trip session,
and plan to have a class r»oom session,

Junior Trips Sunday March 26, only Jwniors,

McKenna: Trip fo Lesterville to finish mapping of Wicke and Imagination Caves,
Will jeave Friday at 5:30 and get tack Saturday befoxre 5100 F.M,

Vertical work: ' Training sometime soon,
Junioi NVOR: JadnllyMr. Piper of Normandy and Bro. Drees in charge.

g Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 P,H,
FOURTEENTH GENERAL MEETING,

Call to oxder at 3:10

No minutes given.

Trezsure’s Report: No expsnse or income.
«2:01d Business, ..

Ropes End: Dead line is March 20; people owe erticles - last issus was cne
of best ever put out,

Letters: Grotto will not get athletic letters, we must come up with cur
own system,

Cave Radio:r We will test 1t and use it sometime goon,
«+.New Business, .,

Trips: 3/18/72- CYC and Labouve to Uox Cave 8:00 A.M, - 6100 E,H.
3/22/72~ Wapping mepting: basic technique 7:30 - 9130 F.H.
3/23/72~ Junior MVOR planning session 7:30 P.H, (later changed to
3/20/72) (projected date - 3rd weekend in April) VoW #frp.s.
3/25/72- Wapping cave trip to Krueger 8:_ 30 A.M., - 6:00 P.M,
3/26/72- Junior's trip to Kreuger 9100 A.il, - 6:00 P.M, (chanped 7o Cox)

Nominating Commitee: Will be set up next meeting.

Constitution: 1. Officer elected for onec semester Hay-December, Janwary-
August.,
2. Assumes responsibility at first meeting when he T3ys
his dues.

Trip Reportss Lesterville - Bro, Drees,
Rollin #2  ~ Bro. Drees.
Oliver Deere- Tom Conran,

Heeting Adjourned at 4100 P.W,
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lw avp) of swall animals, Anonz the reet of us sat on
| form Pg, 2 It had taken us geveral ialeresiivg large piece of
g axound four hours to glghle in the hreskdown snd
. cavernous system, get thls far so we cave, is the proceedst to eat:
i When we entered turacd around, ramains of a our own lunches,
| the cave we ate lunch After changing we skoeleton about Kost of oux
" in 2 little woom egaln xe-soaled the 100" from the lunches consisten
! built at the entmince Otiomeyer's entrance. (Behind of several sand-
of the cave, It way tyemendous hill and .= | the remaina, wiches and cookies
' originally used as headed howne, located on a shelf, or something, tub
. the pumping room for {Moxel of the is a small crawl- Bro. had brought
Hr, Ottomeyer's Gay: He who forgets wvay ending in a his ocwn specialiy
water supply, the string-line dowe.) The stomach op o neal, 1f
After the walk~ spends Grotto's crawl over a wud that’s what you ,
way thru the pumve money te buy two new ‘tank aboutl thirly want 4o call it, i
 house there is & xvom ones,) fect Ing presents Ca his sandwich
about 20° wids. On another nice L he had a2t least
the right the ceiiing wef PXODlems It is 7 different things:
and floor of a high advisable to stay ketchup, mustaxd,
mud bank axe \Coonzod Gave in the erawl veanut butier, jslly,
separated by two from Fg, 2 ingtosd of going cheess, ste,
feat, on the left ilie low with the ::-,‘.:z-ca'n. After we had _
ceiling is about ted pmprsdictable cove, A litvle . affer Tinished eating wo |
feet high, It seaemed as ' the hank is a wroceeded to
About twenty though Kilke didn*t wall of limestone axplore the cave, !
feet from the know whewe he was 20 joinbed that it  goon we starbed i
dropoff, thers is 2 rgoi.n;; at firat, dut’ looks like a brick cut, when we
spall syuesze and then Byo, told him wall, : ,n  DSached the
then a walking to follow the . The cave enistt entiance we saw
passaze of aboud 22 . ‘ceiling chamnel that in & awll water that we had Plenty
feet. in length. led through the cave crawl., Bub before of time 20 Bro,
The cave then indicating the main one xeaches the Drees and soms of
narrowe into B exawi« passagsway, After exarl there ave us started to map
way and continues iov jthis Whenever you several domes, WO  +po cave, Ye had
about thirty feet. lock{at Mike you of which were cnly mapped
-| The celling here is (wovld sec him dropping water, around 50° of the
well decorated with locking up at the The cave is cave when we
stalactites, The eeilinz to make sure ralatively unspoiled found that it
floor 1s composed of [that he wosn't lost. thanks to the would be best to
md and the siveam The cave 1s a viligent ocuwnex, e on ouxr way back
uvnderpasses 1 to marroy one, in which Thers is considerablegy Ghaminade,
the left. vou pan walk for the 1ife in the cave, Aa we headed
The cave again !sm..\s-'i‘- wirt: There is such as sypiders, backk to the ear to
opens un into a 2 small stream that tats, am change T glaneced
typical Missouxri jies disnolved weny insects, ovex at Mike, our
cave stream passagsa, lnindiug_ stream . Afber avnile Teariess leader
The celling is aboub pBssages. -Ap a of axploxing the and noticed that
five feet high and isenerzl rule, one cave we shopped he scamed to be
the floor is coversd !should follow the to it lunch, as gtazing at the aby, |
with a mixture of Estrc:aﬁ:. However the usval, Kexpowits however i1 was the I
gravel and mud, istrea;;: tlows undexr plcked his owa Tact thet be was f
Amongst the gravel, -L:-que.w'a.'! mud banks. little coyaner in g5ill 3n the !
We found two bones flers cne mush hack which %0 sit aud process of _f
{either of the leg &3 ouf his own way. o 2a%, while thg recouperativg from E

{Cont. Pg. 6) |
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the aet of following
‘the groove in the
ceiling.

After we had
finisghed dressing in
la small bamn, we
rode home, proud of -

our victory. We had
defeated 21l foes
including that of
nuddy ground near the
CaT.

Cox _Cave )
from Pg. 2

The plotiing had _
been mcecurate end the

the set up made
locating it so simple,
I thought of the time

nore trying to
relocate the entrance
to Hornecker Cave in
summer after having
been there a time o1

Inside the cave
we servarated into
small groups t0
explore side passapgcs
near the first pit.
The pit is vast and
has many spall
rassages leadling to
it at upper and lowe®
levels. _
Regrouping in
the main passage, we
vroceeded, survrised
at the meze-like part

indicated as such in

cave files. As we

. ‘wag past

continued, or tried
to, the second pit
blocked our way,
Again we exrlored side
passages trying to
find the one
indicated in the
cave report which
leads most of the
way around the pit
with only a “swing
around” point at the
end which had good
hand holds. This we
wede unable to
locate. In the
atsence of this "key”
p%géage, twe boys
climbed daround the
uppsr adges of the pit
orr the right side,
possible, but not
engy. Others

verbal descriptions sfeliimbed down to the

Yip of the pit and.
droppad the final
foiir Ffeet into it

I had spent an houx erbecause of an over-

hang. Just as we
wers declding to
leave two people
beliing with the vope
te agsure our rebuin,

two during the winter,one of the 0'Connell’s
_and Karpowite

discovered the “key"
I2ssage from this
endy  Chscking it +to
be suire, thoy went
tack then returned
#ith Ghe two we had
inténded to leave
with the wope,

- The Big obstacle
tut the
¢elinbing eontinued
gcaxy.  Carefully on
the edge of & pit

we found which was notygi woik your wey to

this blg breskdowun

even the most debail eﬂ'b'f_ccked angled edge

revort we found in theyp and stzeddled it,
only ©o g asp at ancther pits!

Pit on the side of
this block. Several
pite later ve decided
we hod reached the
turnaround time even
though we had not
meached the end of
the cave,

Because of the
difficult climbs,
the second pilt, and
the maze effect, we
allowed two houxs for
the exit tzip, then
surprised ourselves
in reaching daylight
in an houzr or a
little less,

Back a2t the
cars we changed, then
invaded the loeal
Dairy Quasesn. Cver
scdas and burgexsz, we
decided ‘that Cox
Cave is & beauciful
and challenging cave,
well woxth & »etwm
Trip. Having
discovered the way
around the second
pit, we felt
confildent that the
next time we could
bette ;%ur oun
guides, oxr as one
veport said: "It is
helpful to have an
experienced gulde
who knows this cave
along," And another
report hinted vaguely
that vertical woxk
me.y ‘te necessary in
parts of this cavel

To othexsg “Maxy's

Shower” and "Karpowics's school grotioes.

Pit" mey mean nothing,
but to uc these are
definite places in the
cavae, We want to
return to descend

into sonme of these
The water

must go somewhers]

Bditoxrial
from Pg. 2

cave radio is we
wiil explain i%.
When one person

has the treansmitter
in the cave and
another pexrson has
the receivexr outside,
the low frequency
beam will dizect the
man topeide where
the cave zoes.

Hith it, one can
locate surface
features in
relation to the

cava itself,

He ought to
thank Fr, ¥ightmen.
for giving us all
the aid he has, the
tasic radio design,
and the Radio
Science Glub far
improving and
woilding it,

III. Camp/Cave

On March 20,
four grottoes,
Avgustisn (Baja),
Chaminade, DuBourg,
and Norzmandy
Aynchnids met at
jChaminade to d=secide
the fate of o week-
end camping-caving
seninar for high

Fach grotto
expressed wishesa
foxr it to b2 our
oyn organization,
There wes a small .
squabbling over the
date, out it was

(Gﬂnt- Pgr ?)
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Editorial
From Pg. 6

decided to be held on

April 7-8-§. The placeMMV supplied.

is plammed to be

axround the canmpfirve,
Friday, led by
DuBourgs vertical
training, Saturday,
given by Normandy
Aracnids, and cave
mapping by Chaminede
cn Saturday night.
He plan to lead two
or three fisld trips
along with the
seminars, »

The plans a
somevhat certain go
we invite each
grotto to show up
and enjoy the fun.

cave wWhere ve
reached a pit when
we had €o ¢limb
down & ladder that
The
pit was ahout 30°
down with & srall
hole at the bottom
where We had to
crawl Anto, (Ome

vermitted with no
U tufns allowed in
any ‘of the small
passages,) Theze
were & feiw .large
rest vlaces where
you-.gconld atand

up ‘out that was

b iy 1R iR

"The cave haé
one bezutiful
caltite fomuaiion
in 4% and about
two! bats with only
ons’.cave cxicket
jseen near the front,
. The entrance

Looks ke it is a

Olivér Deere Cave
3/i2/7z
Hike Bender

We, MV, Tom
Conran and mysel?
staxted for the cave
at 8130. The sun was
bright and it was very
WaIm outa.

Ve started fox
this txip on Satumiay,
3-12-72. After

dead’ cave with
craciked. livestone
and having = dry
floor with only
the top moist,

e had explowsd

the eave in atoud
two Bours then we
had’ o turn: avound
becausa we had to
e ack in 8t
Louis oy ro later
than lp.m,

seen? it.

ponding on the nature
of the cave itself.
Secondly thera is wet

or dry caving, depend-

weather.

Thirdly there is sea-
sonal cavinﬁ, with sun-
mer as Ehe in't bls;ragon
and or fell for
the gﬁﬁ;ﬁgrdy.

Fourthly there are

. And that about runs
the gamut for most im-
pulsive non-thinking
cavers. But that's
only where the close
observer begins.

Try joinit cave trips
with other grottoss, if
iyou reslly went to
learn. Some cavers
will leawye you in their
dust at the entrance zs
they race for the far
end, "fag up,” and re~
turn. These will never

twant to return to this

cave again, they have
But have
they?

Other cavera will
take ths tightest
sgueezes, the most
axduvus path, even if
au eesisr viny is pos-
sible. e these cav-
are, an oagy cave has
no challenge. Bat is
a cave only aan obstac-
ie coursa?

£¢ill others poke
along sticking theiwr
nose into every noolk
and cranny, always
holding the group hack
end making little prog-

reaching the cave
ahout an hour's drive
away frem St, Louis we
changed into our cave’
clothes,

The cave was at
the bottom of 2 sink
hole and is a
horizontal one, We
proceeded intc the

e

The Meny inds of
- Caving

ress posasible.

A yvather unususl cayv-
oy is the cune who could
just as easily be un &

-~ Br6. Harman Drecs-City street bacause he

"ell me who yom
cave with and T*11

iguores everything
while busily engaged in
converaaticn with the

teli you whe you srelperson newi to him.

There si'e many kinds

of caving.
Firat off. there
is hioxdzontal or

What kind of caver
are J0U? Do you race,
take a workout, dawdle,
serutinize, or charm

vortical caving, Ge-othars with your wit?

There are psrsonal
styles of caving and
thers are group styles
of caving.  To begin-

ing on the ceve npd the ners every breakdown

block and pit is an
cbetacle demanding full
attention or he will
fall. *“An experienced
cover will teke thena
in gtride snd obhserve
as well.

vay traffic only ¥asine weeily vs the month- 18 your trip made.
Ly or bi-semester cavers, With begliners, the

experienced, or both?
If bYoth are present

the group may split. in
two. Yot if the exw
perienced have develop-
ed some social coyscious
ness, they may help the
inexperienced by shov=
ing them how %to climb

or pass an obstacla-
while keeping up a re-
assuring chatter and
explaining somne of the
mysteries of how caves
forms This proves or
develops true leadere
ship. )

Another waigue caver
Vype approaches even
ordinar’) cave passages
and formnbions with a
"Why?" How and why
did it form? Why there?
In a two-level cave,
wiieh level de older?
Why de stelactites
ofven form in rows?
¥y ave rimotone dems
in cnée cave stream bhul
not in =znother? Why
did the cave fora at
thisg level and not
higher or lowsr? Can
you tell if a cave has
a second exit bofors
you find it? Thias is
not dawdling uor will
a single vigit do.
Reading the story, the
myatery of a cave,
takes time snd thought
but iz a2 very cholleng-
ing quest.  Anothed
atrange story is the
Jife in a cave.

The world ueeds
socially conscicus
porsons and thinkers
willing to challenge
tho big: "“wWHy?w -

How do YOU cave?




